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DearCircuitfriends,

Hello! I am the new minister for The F i s h e r Ohapel @d Highlands Methodist Church. It is my first
appointment as a probationer minister after training at QueensTheological College in Birmingham. For
those who have beenjourneying with me, you will know that | had my Welcome Serviceat Highlands
Methodist. It was absolutely fabulous 8 we filled the church with people from the Methodist circuit,
district, our choirs, and family and friends; it wastruly joyous. A hugethank you to you all who prepared
for the serviceand attended.

For those who d o nkivdw me ~ | have a beautiful 17-year old daughter Georgia Baker who has just
started6™ Form and | am married to Dave Cooke who is a professionalmusician. We live in Southend
city centrewith my s i s family &nsl our rescuedog Bessie who is the headof the household.

| have beena professionaljazz singerand double bassplayer for 30 years,and | will continue to do that
part-time aswell asmy ministry. In my role in the Methodist Church | will have pastoralresponsibility for
2 churches,and | will begindevelopingthe role of Chaplain to musiciansin this area.

My passionsare spendingtime with family and friends, live music/theatre/comedy/arts, cinema and
walking in nature. | love good food and | am a vegetarian.| alsolove to laugh and | hope you think | have
a good senseof humour.

My personalfaith has beendeeplyrooted in Methodism and now | am excited about being able to serve
God in this corporaterole. | am particularly passionateabout equality for all. |1 also hope to involve our
church communities in working togetherwith other denominationsand inter-faith groups.

It is an honour and privilege to be part of the Southendand Leigh Circuit with such a greatteam of both
ordained and lay disciples.
| look forward to servingmy church family and the surrounding

community.

God blessyou all,

RevHevx

ReverendHeather Simmons
ProbationerPresbyter




OCTOBER

Wed 4th 8 Worship Academy, 7pm9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sat7th o Circuit Prayer Meeting, 8.30am, Zoom(details available from Circuit Office)
Sat 7thd District Circuit St e w avieetiisgplOam, Zoom

Sun8th 8 Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, ThEi s her mands Chapel
Wed 11thoMi ni st er 86s Zpmaff Meeting,

NOVEMBER

Wed 1std Worship Academy, 7pm9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sat4th o Circuit Prayer Meeting, 8.30am, Zoom(details available from Circuit Office)

Tue 7th 8 CLT, 7.30pm, Zoom

Sunl2thoGospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fisher
Sun 12thd Remembrance Sunday

Wed 15thoMi ni st er 86s Zpmaff Meeting,

Thu 16th 8 Circuit Meeting, 7.30pm, Zoom

Mon 20th o Local PreacherdMeeting, 7.30pm, Rayleigh Methodist Church

DECEMBER

Sat2nd o Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoon{details available from Circuit Office)

Wed 6th 8 Worship Academy, 7pm9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sun 10th d GospelVespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fisher mana
Weds 13thoMi ni st er 6s Zpmaff Meeting,

Sun 24th 8 Christmas Eve

Mon 25th & Christmas Day

JANUARY

Sat6th o Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoon{details available from Circuit Office)

Weds 10thoMi ni st er 6s Zpmaff Meeting,

Sunl4thoGos pel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fisher
Wed 17thd CLT, 7.30pm, Zoom

Weds 17thd District Safeguarding Oversight Group, 2pmtpm, Video Conference

FEBRUARY

Sat3rd ¢ Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoonfdetails available from Circuit Office)

Wed 7th d Worship Academy, 7pm9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

SunllthoGospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fisher
Weds 14thoMi ni st er 6 s ZHPmaff Meeti ng,

Wed 14th 8 Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)

Wed 21std Circuit Meeting, 7.30pm, Zoom



BENFLEET METHODIST CHURCH

Bible Study - Thursdays 3.30pm

Wesley Art Group - Mondays, 7.30pm in Wesley Hall

Light Worship - third Tuesday of the month 12noon

Sunday Lunch- second Sunday of the month12.30pm(book in advance withJohn Stokes at
johnstokes660@yahoo.com

Coffee Mornings- Monday-Saturday, 10am to 12 noon (with a Beading Craft session on Wednesdays)
Ladi esd T h dufirssTHuasglay @ theirbonth 7.45pm

Wo mends F efirdt anatisird Wexzlnesdays of the month, 2.30pm
Wi v e s 0- Tuesday$pl.45pm

Benfleet Hope Group- Mondays, 10am2pm

Messy Church- third Saturday of the month 3.30pm-5.30pm

Little Bunnies (Mother & Toddler group) - Mondays, 9.30am11.30am
Fusion Children Groups - Fridays, ages 5-11 yrs 5.30pm7pm & 11+ yrs 7pm8.30pm

CANVEY ISLAND METHODIST CHURCH

Bible Study- Tuesdays 8pm

Wives Club - Thursdays 2pm

Coffee M orning - Wednesdays, 10.30am-12noon

Coffee Morning - Saturdays 10.30am12noon

Wednesday Fellowship- first two Wednesdays of the month2.30pm
Midweek Communion - third Wednesday ofthe month, 10am

HIGHLANDS METHODIST CHURCH

Coffee Morning - Saturdays 10.00am-12noon

Lunch Club - second Tuesday of the monthl2noon (registration essential)
Chatter (Fellowship Group) - Tuesdays 10am12noon

Hobbies- first and third Thursdaysof the month, 10am-12noon
PrayerMeeting on Zoom - Tuesdays 9am-10am

Toddlers- Mondays, 9.30am11.30am




ROCHFORD METHODIST CHURCH

Cake and Kindness(Teaand homemadecakeg - Mondays, 2pm-3.30pm
Bible Studies- Tuesdays 7pm

Prayertime on Zoom - Wednesdays 7pm

Housegroup- third Wednesdayof the month, 8pm

'‘Happy Cup'Breakfast Club for children under 5 and care&Fridays (termtime), 9.30am

THORPE BAY METHODIST CHURCH

Mid -week communion - third Wednesdayof the month, 12pm
(lunch afterward d booking requiredwith office@tbmchurch.org
Bible Study & Soup- 2nd and 4th Wednesdayof the month
(booking requiredwith office@tbmchurch.org
Community Cafe- Wednesday 10anm12pm
Memory Worship Service& Activities - first Monday of the month, 2pm-3.30pm

THUNDERSLEY METHODIST CHURCH

Coffee Morning - Wednesdays (terrdime), 9am-12noon
Coffee Morning - secondSaturday of the month 10am12noon
Afternoon Club - Tuesdayfortnightly, 2.30pm

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

'‘Brew, Chew, Renew' (Bible Study with refreshment$ - Fortnightly on Monday, 10.30am
(at UMC Great Wakering site)
Home Group & Tuesdays 7.30pm (contactoffice@umcsouthend.org.uk




On thefollowing Surdaysand during theweek
weaskyouto prayfor:

OCTOBER /
Prayerfor Sunday1std Rev Agnes Samand family
Mid -Week Prayerof Week 40 6 South EssexCircuit

Prayerfor Sunday8th o Trinity Methodist Church

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 41 d Worship Academy

Prayerfor Sunday15th o Circuit LeadershipTeam

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 42 d Church Council Secretaries

Prayerfor Sunday22nd d SouthendCity Council, Councillors and Leaders
Mid -Week Prayerof Week 43 8 Supernumeraries

Prayerfor Sunday29th 6 Trinity Family Centre

\

NOVEMBER

Mid -Week Prayerof Week44 § Church Treasurersand Finance Co-ordinators
Prayerfor Sunday5th d UMC Great Wakering

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 45 d PastoralLeaders,Carersand ClassLeaders

Prayerfor Sunday12th 6 Rev Margaret Deansand family

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 46 8 Wholenessand Wellbeing Services

Prayerfor Sunday19th 6 HavensHospices

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 47 d Circuit Office

Prayerfor Sunday26th 6 UMC Shoeburyness

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 48 d Property Maintenance Co-ordinators and Committees

*
DECEMBER /
Prayerfor Sunday3rd d Advent Courses \

Mid -Week Prayerof Week49d Local P r e a cSeeratasyd

Prayerfor Sunday10th d AnchoredatF i s h e rCmapel 6 s

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 50 8 Wesley Methodist Church

Prayerfor Sunday17th & Lettings Officers

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 51 8 The KindnessKitchen Short Street/ SVP
Prayerfor Sunday24th & Rev Clifford Newman and family

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 52 8 SouthendSection

Prayerfor Sunday31std Circuit Stewards

4



THANK YOU!

Belfairs Methodist Church would like to say a big THANK YOU to all those people and
organisationsthat helped us transform our front foyer. It is now a more welcoming area,to meet
and greet,and serverefreshments gspeciallyafter Sundayservices.

Our thanksgo to:

Southend& Leigh Methodist Circuit for their generousgrant

BenefactTrust for their generousgrant

Bailey & Taylor for supplying and laying the new carpet

Mr Clarke & Mr Spaullfor installing the new kitchen areaand fully decoratingthe foyer
Brad Hunter for the plumbing works

Paul & Paul for installing the drainagesystem

2 Anonymous donorswho paid for the new tablesand chairs.
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Thesedonations of finance and hard work have helpedtransform:

This:

To this:
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elfairs Methodist
sed a fundraiser for a charity dear
o their hearts, the B eart Foundation.

Jan Andrews, also of Belfairs Methodist Church said: “Thanks
~ toa little help from a lot of their friends, they raised £675, pro-
. viding a tombola, cake and plant sales and homemade crafts.”

P S ST :

fair at Belfairs Methodist Church.

The new foyer was openin time for the Kings Coronation, on 6" May 2023 and, on 3 June a
special coffee morning was held to raise money for the British Heart Foundation which even
madeit into the local newspaper.

The total costof the projectwas £8,664.17but would havebeenmoreif wed i d hadetapable
memberswho could fit the units, and decoratethe area,free of charge.

Belfairs Methodist Church




Worship Academy

10" Anniversary Celebration

A JOYOUS CELEBRATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SOUTHEND AND LEIGH CIRCUIT WORSHIP ACADEMY

The party took place at Benfleet Methodist Church on 5" July 2023 to celebrateten years of Worship
Academy. Worship Academy was the brainchild of Rev. Phil Warrey, and despitethe COVID pandemic
we continued our regular monthly programme over the whole ten years. We normally meet October
Decemberand February-July. It beganwhen Phil chatted to Rev. Julia Monaghan and Rev. Elizabeth
Kirova to plan this new venture.

From the beginningthere were key featureswhich madethe Academy sucha success.All werewelcome
and although most of the attendeeswere Methodist we certainly had individuals from the URC church
who attendedregularly.

**  We meet at Benfleet Methodist Church and eat together in fellowship at 7pm before worshipping
togetherand learning together. The essentialingredientsare a magic mix of: Food - Fellowship -
Learning. Doreen and Shelaghwere and are such an important part of our Worship Academy family
and thoroughly enjoy cateringfor us.

**  We worship togetherin the Benfleet Sanctuary at 8pm and each church takesit in turn to lead
Worship. The themeis usually linked to the sessionwhich follows. Methodism was born in songand to
be part of that worship is amazing. | shall neverforget my first sessiorwhich wasthe fourth onein 2013.



