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 Welcome to our Circuit 
We are a group of 15 Methodist Church 

fellowships, including a Zimbabwean fellowship, 

on 17 sites in the southeast corner of Essex. Our 

Circuit also incorporates ôWesterleyõ, a Christian 

care home. 

Our churches provide traditional services alongside 

an increasing number of contemporary and family-

friendly expressions of worship. 

We have a growing sense of service and mission to 

our communities, with a desire to love our Lord, 

and our neighbours. 

 Southend and Leigh Circuit Facebook Page 

Southend and Leigh Circuit Website 

¶ Message from a            

Minister 

¶ Circuit Calendar 

¶ Church Activities 

¶ Prayer Diary 

¶ Circuit Stories 

¶ Upcoming Events 

 

District and Circuit - 34/10                                          southendandleighcircuit@gmail.com 

  
 

FOLLOW / CONTACT US  

https://www.facebook.com/people/Southend-and-Leigh-Methodist-Circuit/100064896366112/
https://www.southendandleigh.org/


Dear Circuit friends, 
 

 

Hello! I  am the new minister for The Fishermenõs Chapel and Highlands Methodist Church. It  is my first 
appointment as a probationer minister after training at Queens Theological College in Birmingham. For 

those who have been journeying with  me, you will  know that I had my Welcome Service at Highlands 
Methodist. It  was absolutely fabulous ð we filled the church with  people from the Methodist circuit, 

district, our choirs, and family and friends; it was truly joyous. A huge thank you to you all who prepared 
for the service and attended.  

 
For those who donõt know me ~ I have a beautiful 17-year old daughter Georgia Baker who has just 
started 6th Form and I am married to Dave Cooke who is a professional musician. We live in Southend 

city centre with  my sisterõs family and our rescue dog Bessie, who is the head of the household. 
 

I  have been a professional jazz singer and double bass player for 30 years, and I will  continue to do that 
part-time as well as my ministry. In my role in the Methodist Church I will  have pastoral responsibility for 

2 churches, and I will  begin developing the role of Chaplain to musicians in this area.  
 

My  passions are spending time with  family and friends, live music/theatre/comedy/arts,  cinema and 
walking in nature. I love good food and I am a vegetarian. I  also love to laugh and I hope you think I  have 
a good sense of humour. 

 
My  personal faith has been deeply rooted in Methodism and now I am excited about being able to serve 

God in this corporate role. I  am particularly passionate about equality for all. I  also hope to involve our 
church communities in working together with  other denominations and inter-faith groups. 

 
It  is an honour and privilege to be part of the Southend and Leigh Circuit  with  such a great team of both 
ordained and lay disciples. 

 
 

I  look forward to serving my church family and the surrounding  
community.  

   
God bless you all,                                           

 

                                 

 

 

                                                                                 

Rev Hev x 
Reverend Heather Simmons 
Probationer Presbyter 
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OCTOBER  

 

Wed 4th ð Worship Academy, 7pm-9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church 
Sat 7th ð Circuit Prayer Meeting, 8.30am, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
Sat 7th ð District Circuit Stewardsõ Meeting, 10am, Zoom  

Sun 8th ð Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fishermanõs Chapel 
Wed 11th ð Ministerõs Staff Meeting, 2pm 

 
NOVEMBER  

 

Wed 1st ð Worship Academy, 7pm-9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church 
Sat 4th ð Circuit Prayer Meeting, 8.30am, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
Tue 7th ð CLT, 7.30pm, Zoom 

Sun 12th ð Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fishermanõs Chapel 
Sun 12th ð Remembrance Sunday 

Wed 15th ð Ministerõs Staff Meeting, 2pm 
Thu 16th ð Circuit  Meeting, 7.30pm, Zoom 

Mon 20th ð Local Preachers Meeting, 7.30pm, Rayleigh Methodist Church 

 
DECEMBER  

 
Sat 2nd ð Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
Wed 6th ð Worship Academy, 7pm-9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church 

Sun 10th ð Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fishermanõs Chapel 
Weds 13th ð Ministerõs Staff Meeting, 2pm  

Sun 24th ð Christmas Eve 
Mon 25th ð Christmas Day 
 

JANUARY  

 
Sat 6th ð Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 

Weds 10th ð Ministerõs Staff Meeting, 2pm 

Sun 14th ð Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fishermanõs Chapel 
Wed 17th ð CLT, 7.30pm, Zoom 

Weds 17th ð District Safeguarding Oversight Group, 2pm-4pm, Video Conference 
 

FEBRUARY  

 
Sat 3rd ð Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
Wed 7th ð Worship Academy, 7pm-9.15pm, Benfleet Methodist Church 

Sun 11th ð Gospel Vespers 7pm for 7:30pm, The Fishermanõs Chapel 
Weds 14th ð Ministerõs Staff Meeting, 2pm 

Wed 14th ð Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) 
Wed 21st ð Circuit Meeting, 7.30pm, Zoom 

 

 



 

BENFLEET METHODIST CHURCH  
 

Bible Study - Thursdays, 3.30pm  
Wesley Art Group - Mondays, 7.30pm in Wesley Hall 

Light Worship - third Tuesday of the month, 12noon 
Sunday Lunch - second Sunday of the month, 12.30pm (book in advance with John Stokes at 
johnstokes660@yahoo.com) 

Coffee Mornings - Monday-Saturday, 10am to 12 noon (with a Beading Craft session on Wednesdays)  
Ladiesõ Thursday Club - first Thursday of the month, 7.45pm 

Womenõs Fellowship - first and third Wednesdays of the month, 2.30pm  

Wivesõ Club - Tuesdays, 1.45pm  

Benfleet Hope Group - Mondays, 10am-2pm 
Messy Church - third Saturday of the month, 3.30pm-5.30pm 
Little Bunnies (Mother & Toddler group) - Mondays, 9.30am-11.30am  

Fusion Children Groups - Fridays, ages 5-11 yrs 5.30pm-7pm & 11+ yrs 7pm-8.30pm 
 

 
 

CANVEY ISLAND METHODIST CHURCH  
 
Bible Study - Tuesdays, 8pm 

Wives Club - Thursdays, 2pm 
Coffee Morning - Wednesdays, 10.30am-12noon 
Coffee Morning - Saturdays, 10.30am-12noon 

Wednesday Fellowship - first two Wednesdays of the month, 2.30pm 
M idweek Communion - third Wednesday of the month, 10am 

 

 

 

HIGHLANDS METHODIST CHURCH  

 
Coffee Morning - Saturdays, 10.00am-12noon 

Lunch Club - second Tuesday of the month, 12noon (registration essential) 
Chatter (Fellowship Group) - Tuesdays, 10am-12noon 

Hobbies - first and third Thursdays of the month, 10am-12noon 

Prayer Meeting on Zoom - Tuesdays, 9am-10am  
Toddlers - Mondays, 9.30am-11.30am 
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ROCHFORD METHODIST CHURCH  

 
Cake and Kindness (Tea and homemade cakes) - Mondays, 2pm-3.30pm   
Bible Studies - Tuesdays, 7pm   

Prayer time on Zoom - Wednesdays, 7pm  
Housegroup - third Wednesday of the month, 8pm    
'Happy Cup' Breakfast Club for children under 5 and carers ð Fridays (term-time), 9.30am 
 

 

 

THORPE BAY  METHODIST CHURCH  
 

Mid -week communion - third Wednesday of the month, 12pm  
                                         (lunch afterward ð booking required with  office@tbmchurch.org) 

Bible Study & Soup - 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month  
                                         (booking required with  office@tbmchurch.org) 
Community Cafe - Wednesday, 10am-12pm 

Memory Worship Service & Activities - first Monday of the month, 2pm-3.30pm 
 

 
 

THUNDERSLEY  METHODIST CHURCH  
 
Coffee Morning - Wednesdays (term-time), 9am-12noon 

Coffee Morning - second Saturday of the month, 10am-12noon 
Afternoon Club - Tuesday fortnightly, 2.30pm 

 

 

 

UNITED  METHODIST CHURCH  

 
'Brew, Chew, Renew' (Bible Study with  refreshments) - Fortnightly  on Monday, 10.30am  
                                                                                          (at UMC  Great Wakering site) 

Home Group ð Tuesdays, 7.30pm (contact office@umcsouthend.org.uk) 
 

 
 

 

Churches Mid-Week Activities / Events 



 

OCTOBER  

 
Prayer for Sunday 1st ð Rev Agnes Sam and family 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 40 ð South Essex Circuit  
Prayer for Sunday 8th ð Trinity  Methodist Church 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 41 ð Worship Academy 
Prayer for Sunday 15th ð Circuit  Leadership Team 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 42 ð Church Council Secretaries 

Prayer for Sunday 22nd ð Southend City Council, Councillors and Leaders 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 43 ð Supernumeraries 

Prayer for Sunday 29th ð Trinity  Family Centre 
 

 

NOVEMBER  

 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 44 ð Church Treasurers and Finance Co-ordinators 

Prayer for Sunday 5th ð UMC  Great Wakering 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 45 ð Pastoral Leaders, Carers and Class Leaders 

Prayer for Sunday 12th ð Rev Margaret Deans and family 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 46 ð Wholeness and Wellbeing Services 
Prayer for Sunday 19th ð Havens Hospices 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 47 ð Circuit  Office 
Prayer for Sunday 26th ð UMC  Shoeburyness 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 48 ð Property Maintenance Co-ordinators and Committees 
 

 

DECEMBER  

 
Prayer for Sunday 3rd ð Advent Courses 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 49 ð Local Preachersõ Secretary 
Prayer for Sunday 10th ð Anchored at Fishermenõs Chapel 

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 50 ð Wesley Methodist Church 
Prayer for Sunday 17th ð Lettings Officers 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 51 ð The Kindness Kitchen Short Street /  SVP 

Prayer for Sunday 24th ð Rev Clifford  Newman and family 
Mid -Week Prayer of Week 52 ð Southend Section 

Prayer for Sunday 31st ð Circuit  Stewards 
 

 

On the following Sundays and during the week  

we ask you to pray for: 

Circuit Prayer Diary October-December 



 

 

 

 
THANK  YOU!  

Belfairs Methodist Church would like to say a big THANK  YOU  to all those people and 

organisations that helped us transform our front foyer. It  is now a more welcoming area, to meet 

and greet, and serve refreshments, especially after Sunday services. 

 

Our thanks go to: 

 

¶ Southend & Leigh Methodist Circuit  for their generous grant 

¶ Benefact Trust for their generous grant 

¶ Bailey & Taylor for supplying and laying the new carpet 

¶ Mr  Clarke & Mr  Spaull for installing the new kitchen area and fully  decorating the foyer 

¶ Brad Hunter for the plumbing works 

¶ Paul & Paul for installing the drainage system 

¶ 2 Anonymous donors who paid for the new tables and chairs. 

 

These donations of finance and hard work have helped transform: 
 

 

To this: 
 

 

This: 
 

 



 
 

The new foyer was open in time for the Kings Coronation, on 6th May 2023 and, on 3rd June a 

special coffee morning was held to raise money for the British Heart Foundation which even 

made it into the local newspaper. 

 

The total cost of the project was £8,664.17 but would have been more if  we didnõt have capable 

members who could fit  the units, and decorate the area, free of charge. 

 

 

Belfairs Methodist  Church 
 

 



Worship  Academy  

10th Anniversary  Celebration  

A JOYOUS CELEBRATION  OF THE TENTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF THE 
SOUTHEND AND LEIGH  CIRCUIT  WORSHIP ACADEMY  

 
The party took place at Benfleet Methodist Church on 5th July 2023 to celebrate ten years of Worship 

Academy. Worship Academy was the brainchild of Rev. Phil Warrey, and despite the COVID  pandemic 
we continued our regular monthly programme over the whole ten years. We normally meet October-
December and February-July. It  began when Phil chatted to Rev. Julia Monaghan and Rev. Elizabeth 

Kirova to plan this new venture. 
 

From the beginning there were key features which made the Academy such a success.  All  were welcome 
and although most of the attendees were Methodist we certainly had individuals from the URC church 

who attended regularly.     
                                                                                                                          
**    We meet at Benfleet Methodist Church and eat together in fellowship at 7pm before worshipping 

together and learning together. The essential ingredients are a magic mix of:  Food   -   Fellowship    -    

Learning.  Doreen and Shelagh were and are such an important part of our Worship Academy family 

and thoroughly enjoy catering for us. 
 
**    We worship together in the Benfleet Sanctuary at 8pm and each church takes it in turn to lead 

Worship.  The theme is usually linked to the session which follows.  Methodism was born in song and to 
be part of that worship is amazing.  I  shall never forget my first session which was the fourth one in 2013. 

 


