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on 17 sites in the southeast corner of Essex. O
Circuit al so i ncorpora
care home.

Our churches provide traditional services alongsid
an increasing number of contemporary and famity
friendly expressions of worship.

We have a growing sense of service and mission
our communities, with a desire to love our Lord,
and our neighbours.
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e
Southend and Leigh Circuit Facebook Page
Southend and Leigh Circuit Website P

southendandleighcircuit@gmail.com


https://www.facebook.com/people/Southend-and-Leigh-Methodist-Circuit/100064896366112/
https://www.southendandleigh.org/

DearCircuitfriends,
Greetings and welcome, from a newbie to the circuit.

| f you have noticed a 0Spinksd popping
newly retired Deacon but also my daughter Deborah, local preacher for more than :
years,who has movedwith me and she is doing more appointments than me this year!

We have received a warm welcome in this circuit and at Hadleigh Methodist, our loce
church congregation. For the last 30 years | have been moving around the country as
church has directed and have now come home, well nearly! | lived for my first 35 years
Laindon and Basildon.

| t was i n St Eharanl BassidonMlgat Ihcantkitcos faith at 15 from a non
churched family and from the very beginning | found the church a vengtrange animal
indeed. Fromearly days | have always understood why the church is not always as easy
relate to aschurch folk think.

| have spent most of my 30 years of ministry trying to help churches invite people into
living relationship with Jesus which is the only thing that kept me going to church when
bumped into the church culture | di dnot
unspoken rules and expectations that are never explained.

As Deborah and | get around the circuit | am sure we will bump into a few more of those.
sometimes think the church should employ a mystery shopper to help us grasp what we ¢
too familiar to notice. | still believe the church is the most important way of helping peopl
to come to a living and growing relationship with God.

| look forward to sharing with you in going out into our community with the good news of
Jesus and, by the power of the Hol$pirit, being part of a church community that works to
warmly welcome strangers in oumidst.

God bless,

Maureen Spinks
SupernumeraryDeacon



Circult Calendar 24

Wed 3rd 6 Worship Academy, 7pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sat6th @ Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoon{details available from Circuit Office)

Wed 10th 9 Circuit Meeting, 7.30pm, Zoom

Sun 14th 6 Gospel Vespers 7TpmforB0p m, The Fi sher mands Chapel
Wed 17thoMi ni st er 86s Zpmaff Meeting,

Sat 20thd Synod, All Day, Hitchin

Wed 24th 8 Wellbeing and Wholeness Serviceiith Communion, 7.45pm, Benfleet

MAY

Wed 1std Worship Academy, 7pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sat4th @ Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoon{details available from Circuit Office)

Wed 8thoMi ni st er ds Zpmaff Meeti ng,

Sun 12th 6 Gospel Vespers 7TpmforB 0p m, The Fi sher mands Chapel
Tue 14th 6 CLT, 7.30pm, location tbc

Sun 19th- Pentecost

JUNE

Sat1std Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoonfdetails available from Circuit Office)

Wed 5th 8 Worship Academy, 7pm, Benfleet Methodist Church

Sun9th d Gospel Vespers 7pmforB0pm, The Fi sher mands Chapel
Tue 11th 0 Circuit Meeting, 7.30pm, ThundersleyMethodist Church

Wed 12thoMi ni st er ds ZPmaff Meeti ng,

Thu 27th June ~ Wed 3rd Julyd Methodist Conference

JULY

Sat6th o Circuit Prayer Breakfast, 8.30am, Zoon{details available from Circuit Office)
Sun 14th 6 Gospel Vespers 7pm for.80pm, TheFi sher mands Chapel
Wed 10thoMi ni st er 86s Zpmaff Meeting,

Thu 11th 6 Local Preachers Meeting, 7.30pmCanvey Methodist Church

Wed 17th 6 CLT, 7.30pm, location tbc

Sat20th 8 Worship Academy, 10am-4.30pm, Wesley Methodist Church



Churches Mid-Week Activities / Events

BENFLEET METHODIST CHURCH

Bible Study - Thursdays 3.30pm

Wesley Art Group - Mondays, 7.30pm in Wesley Hall

Light Worship - third Tuesday of the month 12noon

Sunday Lunch- second Sunday of the month12.30pm(book in advance withJohn Stokes at
johnstokes660@yahoo.com

Coffee Mornings- Monday-Saturday, 10am to 12 noon (with a Beading Craft session on Wednesdays)
Ladi es & T h dfirssTHuasglay @ theirbonth 7.45pm

Wo mends F efirdt anatisird Wexzlnesdays of the month, 2.30pm
Wi v e s 0- Tuesday$pl.45pm

Benfleet Hope Group- Mondays, 10am-2pm

Messy Church- third Saturday of the month 3.30pm5.30pm

Little Bunnies (Mother & Toddler group) - Mondays, 9.30am11.30am —
Fusion Children Groups - Fridays, ages 5-11 yrs 5.30pm7pm & 11+ yrs 7pm8.30pm

CANVEY ISLAND METHODIST CHURCH

Bible Study- Tuesdays 8pm

Wives Club - Thursdays 2pm

Coffee M orning - Wednesdays, 10.30am-12noon

Coffee Morning - Saturdays 10.30am12noon

Wednesday Fellowship- first two Wednesdays of the month2.30pm
Midweek Communion - third Wednesday ofthe month, 10am

HIGHLANDS METHODIST CHURCH

Coffee Morning - Saturdays 10.00am-12noon

Lunch Club - second Tuesday of the monthl2noon (registration essential)
Chatter (Fellowship Group) - Tuesdays 10am12noon

Hobbies- first and third Thursdaysof the month, 10am-12noon
PrayerMeeting on Zoom - Tuesdays 9am-10am

Toddlers- Mondays, 9.30am11.30am




Churches Mid-Week Activities / Events

ROCHFORD METHODIST CHURCH

Cake and Kindness(Teaand homemadecakeg - Mondays, 2pm-3.30pm
Bible Studies- Tuesdays 7pm

Prayertime on Zoom - Wednesdays 7pm

Housegroup- third Wednesdayof the month, 8pm

'‘Happy Cup'Breakfast Club for children under 5 and care&Fridays (termtime), 9.30am

THORPE BAY METHODIST CHURCH

Mid -week communion - third Wednesdayof the month, 12pm
(lunch afterward d booking requiredwith office@tbmchurch.org
Bible Study & Soup- 2nd and 4th Wednesdayof the month
(booking requiredwith office@tbmchurch.org
Community Cafe- Wednesday 10anm12pm
Memory Worship Service& Activities - first Monday of the month, 2pm-3.30pm

THUNDERSLEY METHODIST CHURCH

Coffee Morning - Wednesdays (terrdime), 9am-12noon
Coffee Morning - secondSaturday of the month 10am12noon
Afternoon Club - Tuesdayfortnightly, 2.30pm

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

'‘Brew, Chew, Renew' (Bible Study with refreshment$ - Fortnightly on Monday, 10.30am
(at UMC Great Wakering site)
Home Group & Tuesdays 7.30pm (contactoffice@umcsouthend.org.uk




Circuit Prayer Diary April -June

On thefollowing Surdaysand during theweek
weaskyouto pray for:

APRIL /
Mid -Week Prayerof Week 14 d Deacon SarahMcDowall and family @

Prayerfor Sunday7th 6 Hadleigh Methodist Church

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 153 Memory Worship

Prayerfor Sunday14th 6 Church Stewards

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 16 8 Mid -week Communions

Prayerfor Sunday?21std Supernumeraries

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 17 8 Rochford District Council, Councillors and Leaders
Prayerfor Sunday28th & PastoralLeaders,Carersand ClassLeaders

MAY

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 18 d Highlands Methodist Church \
Prayerfor Sunday5th & Methodist Homes (MHA)

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 19 8 Church Council Secretaries

Prayerfor Sunday12th & Prayer Groups and Chains

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 20 8 Pastor SteveMayo and family

Prayerfor Sunday19th 6 Ch i | dWoekar® s

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 21 & The ExperienceProject, its staff and volunteers
Prayerfor Sunday26th 6 Hockley and Hawkwell Methodist Church

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 22 8 Chelmsford Circuit

JUNE

Prayerfor Sunday2nd 6 WesterleyChristian Care Home r
Mid -Week Prayerof Week 23 8 Leigh Section
Prayer for Sunday9th d Mission Planning Groups \ /

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 24 8 Methodist Women in Britain
Prayerfor Sunday16th d Rayleigh Methodist Church

Mid -Week Prayerof Week 25 d Rev Norman Hooks and family
Prayerfor Sunday23rd 0 Church Cleanersand Caretakers

Mid -Week Prayer of Week 26 8 Church Administrators

Prayerfor Sunday30th & Methodist Church Zimbabwe Fellowship
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The Methodist Church'splan is to reachnet carbonzero by 2030.Many of our churcheshave signedup to
A Rochafor achieving Eco Awards. It is an online surveythat encourageschurchesto review what they
are doing for the environmentlocally, nationally and globally, centeredaround 5 keysareas:

~ Worship and Teaching

~ Buildings

~ Land

~ Community and Global Engagement
~ Lifestyle

https://arocha.org.uk/what -we-do/eco-church/

Churches that have completed can qualify for Bronze, Silver or Gold Awards if they secure enough
points. Huge congratulationsto Rochford, Rayleigh and Hockley Methodist Churcheswho have achieved
their Bronze Awards and are now aiming for Silver!

Caring for God's Earth


https://arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/eco-church/

WESTERLEY CYCLE RIDE

Westerleyare celebratingtheir 75" Anniversary. Robert Davie is cycling around the 4 LWPHomes in the
country to celebrate.The sendoff for Robertwill take placeon April 16" 2024from Westerley, Westcliff
10.15am and we would be so grateful if membersof the Circuit could bethereto cheerhim on.

Why cycle 550 miles?

In Celebration of 75 Years of Christian Care!

LWPHomes (formerly LPMA Homes) has been supporting Leaders of
Worship and Preachers in need for 75 years — the first Home was
opened at Westcliff-on-Sea in 1949. Our celebrations for this special
anniversary include a 550+ mile cycle ride to visit each of the
LWPHomes, starting at Westcliff on Tuesday April 16, 2024.

Our cyclist, Robert Davie, is asking for your support to make people
aware of the care given to our residents in LWPHomes.

To read more, and to donate if you wish, please go to JustGiving and
search Robert Davie, LWPH or scan the QR code below.

@ ILWPHomes




BOOK REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION S

| wonder how many publishedauthorstherearein our circuit? Looking at my bookshelfl
can seedMoreDistinctReclaimingdolines$ortheWorldT o d hyyRévd Dr Calvin T Samuel.

However, we now have 6o MuddyDeattdoby Andrew Hyde, publishedby VanguardPress.
It is a weighty book, 383 pageslong d a mystery story basedin Essex.My intention wasto
take it with me on holiday, but | startedto readit and Dear Readerl could not stop.
Anything that could distract me from the pain of my shingleshasto be a real pageturner!

| havealreadyorderedanothercopyfor af r i ebimtltléysl recommendit to you.

Eileen Simmons

BABY NEWS

On I nternational Womends L
husband, Stephen Jesstpeacock, welcomed their first
child, a boy into the world.

His name is Casey.

Sanya says: ol real | yCatep ol
church soon so that he can meet his Methodist community
Thank you so much for all your prayers truly, it has meant
the world to usbéd6.




INTERACTIVE

- MEMORABLE -

FUN

ENGAGING

Testament

In a...

VENUE Saturday 20th July 2024 PROMOTER N
Wesley Methodist Church 10am - 4.30pm Jane Fulford
EIm Road Arrive from 9:30am Wesley Methodist Church
Leigh - on - Sea Please bring a packed lunch, 01702 714213
Essex or eat in many cafes in Leigh. fulford .family@btinternet.com
559 18 Cost £5 Az
Subsidised cost by Southend on Sea }:;%
= and Leigh on Sea Methodist Circuit ]
| wesleymethodist.org.uk  J| gper for children aged 11-17- R = )
The Old Testament is massive, often hard to understand and difficult to navigate.
Relax and enjoy the journey as an experienced presenter encourages you to see God's
Word through the ‘Big Picture’. Our ENGAGING and MEMORABLE sessions will help
you learn with such CLARITY you'll be able to retell the whole STORYLINE to a friend.
We will also do our best to INSPIRE and EQUIP you to keep digging deeper with fresh
insight.
Join us as we go from Genesis through to Moses and the Promised Land, the Kingdoms
of Saul, David and Solomon, and onwards to the Exile and the coming of the Prophets.
WALK
ENCOURAGING - INSPIRING - HELPFUL 4

THROUGH
"\ BIBLE



THE EXPERIENCE
PROJECT

Jerience
Preject

E

We extendhuge congratulationsto the ExperienceProjectfor their recentachievements
aswell asgrateful thanks to the EssexCommunity Foundation (ECF) for awarding us a
grant and the High S h e r Awlartlssfdi the fantastic eveningin Chelmsford This grant
has been awarded from theéligh Sheriffs' Fund (£1,000), thd.eeze Charitable Fund
(E1,667) and thePolice Property Act Fund (£2,300which are administered byECF.
This will help us educate vulnerable children and young people in the Southchurch are
of Southend about the dangers of involvement in drugs and gangs.

The Southend and Leigh Methodist Circuit and The Experience Project would like tc
acknowledge and offer sincere thanks to th&arfield Weston Foundation for their
supportin awarding us a grant for the work we do in Southendlhe fund provided will
enable us to continue theital work amongst our communities.

W

'
Essex

Community
Garfield Weston L BUTA
FOUNDATION




