
 

 

 

  Welcome to our Circuit 
We are a group of 14 Methodist Church 

fellowships, including a Zimbabwean fellowship, 

and 2 Mission Centres, in the southeast corner of 

Essex. Our Circuit also incorporates ‘Westerley’, a 

Christian care home. 

Our churches provide traditional services alongside 

an increasing number of contemporary and family-

friendly expressions of worship. 

We have a growing sense of service and mission to 

our communities, with a desire to love our Lord, 

and our neighbours. 
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Hi, Mark Waghorn. I am the new Lay Pastor for Belfairs, Wesley 
and Highlands Methodist churches.  
 
For the past 23 years I have been a minister in The Salvation 
Army leading churches in England, including 7 years in 
Shoeburyness, Belfast and Dublin.  
I am originally from Canvey Island and I’m looking forward to 
moving back to the area where I grew up.  I am happily single 
and I have a pastors heart with a desire to show the love of 
Jesus through the way I live my life.   
 
Outside of work, I love to travel and experience and learn from 
other cultures.  Going on Mission trips to various countries has 
made me the person I am today and helped to appreciate the 
most important things in life.  
 

Introduction from our Local Lay 
Pastor 



 

 
September 
  
Sat 5th September Circuit Prayer Breakfast, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
 
Sun 6th Welcome Service for Mark Waghorn, 4pm at Belfairs Methodist Church 
 
Weds 9th Circuit Meeting, 7:30pm at Highlands Methodist Church  
 
Sat 12th Circuit Music evening with Our Atlantic Roots, 7:30pm Highlands Methodist Church 
 
Weds 23rd Wholeness & Wellbeing Service, 7:45pm at Benfleet Methodist Church 
 
 
October 
 
Sat 3rd Circuit Prayer Breakfast, Zoom (details available from Circuit Office) 
 
Saturday 10th Circuit Quiet Day 
 
Weds 7th October- Worship Academy-Interview with Reverend David Chapman 
 
 
November 
 
Weds 4th - Worship Academy-Telling our own stories, Jane Fulford 
 
Sat 7th- Prayer Breakfast, Zoom 
 
Tues 17th- Local Preachers & Worship Leaders Meeting, 7:30pm Canvey Methodist Church 
 
Thursday 19th Circuit Meeting- Trinity Methodist Church 
 
December 
 
Weds 2nd- Worship Academy- Using our own stories & testimonies in Worship, Colleen Weedon 
 
Sat 5th- Prayer Breakfast, Zoom 
 
Circuit Services 
Lectio Divina on Whereby (details available from Circuit Office)  
– Wednesdays 7.30pm-8.15pm with Rev Heather and Clive Johnson 
All are welcome. Each session is standalone. 
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BELFAIRS METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Boys Brigade - Mondays, Anchor 5:30pm, Junior 6:30pm, Company 7:30pm 
Badminton - Tuesdays, 8pm                                                                                              
Parent & Toddlers - Wednesdays, 10am 
Girls Brigade - Wednesdays, Explorers & Juniors 5:30pm, Seniors & Brigaders 7pm  
Thirsty For? (Café Worship) - second Thursday of the month, 7pm                                 
A.C.T.I.O.N. (Fellowship) - fourth Thursday of the month, 2pm 
 
BENFLEET METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Bible Study - Thursdays, 3.30pm  
Wesley Art Group - Mondays, 7.30pm in Wesley Hall 
Light Worship - third Tuesday of the month, 12pm followed by Light Lunch, soup, roll & cake, 12:30pm 
(£4.00) 
Sunday Lunch - second Sunday of the month, 12.30pm (book in advance with John Stokes at 
johnstokes660@yahoo.com) 
Coffee Mornings - Monday-Saturday, 10am to 12pm (with a Beading Craft session on Wednesdays)  
Food Bank - daily from 10am until 12pm (except Thursdays and Sundays when closed 
Ladies’ Thursday Club - first Thursday of the month, 7.45pm 
Women’s Fellowship - first and third Wednesdays of the month, 2.30pm  
Wives’ Club - Tuesdays, 1.45pm  
Benfleet Hope Group - Mondays, 10am-2pm 
Little Bunnies (Mother & Toddler group) - Mondays, 9.30am-11.30am  
Fusion Children Groups - Fridays, ages 5-11 yrs 5.30pm-7pm & 11+ yrs 7pm-8.30pm 
 
CANVEY ISLAND METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Bible Study - Mondays, 3pm-4.30pm 
Wives Club - Thursdays, 2pm 
Coffee Morning - Wednesdays, 10.30am-12pm 
Coffee Morning - Saturdays, 10.30am-12pm 
Wednesday Fellowship - first two Wednesdays of the month, 2.30pm 
Midweek Communion - third Wednesday of the month, 10am 
 
CHALKWELL PARK METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Ladies Monday Club - 2nd & 4th Mondays (except BH & August), 2-4pm 
Caterpillars Baby & Toddler group - Wednesdays, sch. term only, 9.30am-11.30am 
Coffee Morning - 1st Friday of the month, 10am-12noon 
Crafty Friday (for adults) - 2nd & 4th Fridays, sch. term only, 10am-12pm 
 

Churches Mid-Week Activities / Events 



  

HIGHLANDS METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Coffee Morning - Saturdays, 10.00am-12pm 
Lunch Club - second Tuesday of the month, 12pm (registration essential)  
Chatter (Fellowship Group) - Tuesdays, 10am-12pm 
Hobbies - first and third Thursdays of the month, 10am-12pm 
Prayers in Church - Tuesdays, 9.15am-9.45am 
Toddlers - Mondays, 9.30am-11.30am (term time only) 
Bible Study / House Group - 3rd Tuesday of the month, 1pm-2pm 
Evening House Group - 2nd Monday of the month, 7.30pm in the Snug 
Classic Film afternoon with ice-cream - First Friday of every month, 2-4pm 
 
ROCHFORD METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Prayer time on Zoom - Mondays, 7pm 
Bible Studies on Zoom - Tuesdays, 7.30pm 
Housegroup - usually third Wednesday of the month, 8pm    
'Happy Cup' Breakfast Club for children under 5 and carers - Fridays (term-time), 9.30am 
 
THORPE BAY METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Mid-week Communion - third Wednesday of the month, 10am 
The Tuesday Café - first & third Tuesday, 2-4pm 
Coffee Morning - every Wednesday, 10am-12noon  
 
BURRELL WELLBEING CENTRE – THUNDERSLEY 
 
Coffee Morning - Wednesdays (term-time), 9am-11am 
Chair Fit Session - Monday, 10-11am (cost is £2 includes refreshments) 
 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (Great Wakering) 
 
'Brew, Chew, Renew' (Bible Study with refreshments) - Fortnightly on Monday, 10.30am  
Funtime Toddlers - Wednesdays & Thursdays, 9.00-11.30am (term-time) 
Home Group - Tuesdays, 7.30pm (contact office@umcsouthend.org.uk) 
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Churches Mid-Week Activities / Events 

THE FISHERMEN’S CHAPEL 
 
Coffee Morning - Wednesdays, 10.30-12.30pm.  In August we meet at the Bellairs 
Woodland Centre at the same times. 
Gospel Choir Rehearsals (contact Rev Heather 07879 232231).  
Gospel Service in August meets in Strand Wharf at 7.30pm. Please bring your own chair 
and drink. Cakes are provided! 
Regular Music and Arts Events - please visit website: www.fishermenschapel.org.uk 
On the 3rd Sunday of every month at 7.30pm, reflective Taizé service.  
 

 
RAYLEIGH METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Sunbeams Baby & Toddler Group - Mondays (term time), 1.15pm to 2.45pm (under 5 £2+50p parents/carers) 
Townswomen Guild (Speaker, tea & cake) - Last Monday of the month, 10am to 12pm  
Memory Worship (30mins service followed by Coffee & Craft) - First Tuesday of the month, 2pm 
Free Drama Group Years 2 to 5 - Tuesdays (term time), 4pm to 5pm 
Ladies Club (informal and fun All age tea, biscuit, speakers, outings, meals) - Wednesdays, 1.45pm to 3.15pm 
Wesley Guild (Everyone welcome any age Women and Men varied program of Devotional, Christian Service, 
Cultural and Musical, Social events) - Thursdays, 2pm 
Toys & Toast (Baby & Toddler) - Fridays (term time), 9.30am to 11am (£3 last 30 minutes is singing) 
Trefoil Guild - Third Friday of the month (exc. Bank Hols), 1.30pm to 3.30pm (all 18+) 
Coffee Morning - Third Sat of the month, 10am to 12pm  

      (each month in aid of community / church projects) 
Messy Church - Last Sunday of the month except August and December, 4pm to 6pm 
 
 

HOCKLEY & HAWKWELL METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Sundays:  Tea and Coffee from 10.30am followed by Morning Worship at 11.15am 
Mondays:  Brightstars Toddler Group, 9.00–11.30am 
               1st Hockley Rainbows, 4.15–5.30pm 
Tuesdays:   Messy Church (3rd Tuesday each Month), 4.00–5.30pm 
          Bible Studies on Zoom, 7.30pm 
Wednesdays:  Welcome Wednesday (Tea, Coffee & Cake), 10.00am-12noon 
          2nd Hockley Brownie Pack, 5.30-7.00 pm 
Thursdays:   1st Hockley Beaver Colony, 5.15-6.15 pm 
         Thursday Social Club, 2.30pm 
 
 

 
 

http://www.fishermenschapel.org.uk/


 

 

  

 

 

  

Circuit Youth Day 

In July, young people from our Circuit gathered at Highlands Methodist 
Church to explore their faith through games, drama & art and crafts. 
The theme was Acts of Kindness & culminated in the young people 
leading a service that they had prepared.  
 
Thank you to the team that supported the afternoon & to Highlands for 
their hospitality. 
 



 

 

  

Canvey Eco Church 

Canvey Methodist Church was excited to receive their 
Bronze Eco Church Award in 2025.  
 
As part of this, the congregation set up an Eco Garden 
in the church grounds. The church set up three mini 
gardens, repurposing some old tyres that had been left 
behind when a preschool closed. 
 
A year on, and with the addition of some new pots, the 
church continues to see the results and progress 
inspired by Eco Church. 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



  



 

 

 



 



 

The next edition of the Circuit Newsletter 
will be published in January 2027. 

 
Deadline for submissions is  

Friday 8th January 


